
Quick Copy-Editing for the Web – Answers to Exercises 
 
 
1. FAULTY AGREEM EN T   
 
When is the orchestra going to play their its next concert? (Orchestra is one unit.) 
 
The media was were invited to the event. (“Media” is plural of “medium.”) 
 
One’s limitations shouldn’t get in the way of his one’s dreams. (You could also change the first 
word to “His.”) 
 
Sugar and spice makes make everything nice. (Compound subjects take a plural verb.) 

 
Nine months are is the typical length of a pregnancy. (Some phrases, though plural, take singular 
verbs e.g., A million dollars, two weeks’ notice.) 

 
Neither of the teams have has a chance of making it into the finals. (Some words always take a 
singular verb e.g., neither, either, anybody, anyone, each, every, everybody, everyone.) 
 
 
 
2. SEN TEN CE FRAGM EN TS 
 
Which I think is awesome. (Various answers e.g., “I think that’s awesome” or “She won the race, 
which I think is awesome.”) 
 
He has no money. Being unemployed and all. (Various answers e.g., “Being unemployed and all, 
he has no money.”) 
 
Gary likes sweets. Ssuch as cakes and cookies.  
 
 
 
3. DAN GLIN G M ODIFIERS 
 
Coming As we came around the bend, Eleanor’s flower garden greeted us.  
 
When he Adam  was 18 years old, Adam’s his dog died. 
 
Anxious and tired, the exam was submitted by the student. student submitted the exam. 
 
When I’m  not at work, my hobbies include cycling and video games.  
 
By asking the right questions, the answers were revealed. I discovered the answers. 
 



Wriggling in the mud, Kevin observed his uncle’s prize hog, which was wriggling in the 
mud . 
 
While the boy was still in diapers, the father taught his son his father taught him  to play 
the piano.  
 
Drizzled with chocolate sauce, kKids love these cupcakes because they’re drizzled in 
chocolate sauce. 

 
 
4. COM M A SPLICES 
 
(Various answers possible.) 
 
I had a good thing going, although I didn’t realize it at the time. (For more info about 
subordinating conjunctions, visit www.writingcentre.uottawa.ca/hypergrammar/conjunct.html.) 

 
I could hardly believe it,; he almost never shows up on time.  
 
The hamster made a run for it, but he didn’t make it past the kitchen. (For more info about 
coordinating conjunctions, visit www.writingcentre.uottawa.ca/hypergrammar/conjunct.html.)  
 
Not only did they deliver the product late, but it was broken. 
 
 
5. FAULTY PARALLELISM  
 
He likes to play soccer and climbing climb  rocks. 
 
I prepared the dishes slowly and with care carefully. 
 
The setting can be a beach, a garden or a forest. 
 
I buy my own clothes, and jewelry, and how I spend my money is my business.  
 
Jacob’s goals include writing a novel, earning  a certificate in scuba diving, and achieving  
better golf scores. 
 
 
6. VAGUE PRON OUN S 
 
They M eteorologists say it’s going to rain all week. 
 
When the motorcycle hit the Prius, it the car ran off the road. 
 
In the report, it the researchers suggests that fish oil is a good anti-inflammatory supplement.  
 
The book club wanted to meet in April, but this the get-together didn’t happen until July.  



 
 
7. LISTS OF ITEM S 
 
Ling enjoys reading fiction, true crime, and graphic novels, and writing screenplays. 
 
Please pick up flour, and butter, and don’t forget the sugar. 
 
The Ministry of Health commissioned 10 public-service announcements, and a physicians’ 
handbook, and arranged for consultation with the Ontario Nurses’ Association. 


